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Life and the quality of life

Coming back from work, the husband sees his wife crying; she runs and holds
him and cries even more saying: The doctor says that the baby will be born with
no legs. In this case and many other similar cases in our daily life we only take a
fast look at things, from the outside; we don’t consider the heart of the matter;
in this case: This couple is having a baby, this is a new life but all they can see is a
problem that he will have no legs. We all know and say that happiness comes
from inside but we are all looking at the outside! Money doesn’t make you happy
and then say: time is money!!! What’s the more important, life or the way we
imagine life should be? We are ready to terminate a life if it doesn’t meet our
criteria or our expectations. Do we appreciate life, only, as long as it’s bringing
money? According to our way of thinking today, if the child we are expecting is
not going to be able to maintain himself and have the chance of being rich, usu-
ally we think that his life can be terminated?

What is life? Can we value life only when it meets our expectations? What about
our parents’ and grand-parents’ life, was it valueless? These days we are trying to
have fewer children in order to help them live better but have we created a hap-
pier new generation! Many families chose to have just one child hoping to give
him a better life. Others are getting married really late because they had to pre-
pare themselves. In those cases we are creating a society of more and more
lonely people living in huge crowded cities, people living a lonely childhood, and
individualism that cause bullying and abuse at school and later at work. People
are communicating less and less every day, even with their own parents and chil-
dren. Let’s be clear, of course | am not trying here to reject completely today’s
civilization but | want to encourage you to see that life is not just a ready, “pret
a porter” package. Life itself is much more important than what we call “quality
of life”. We calculate and take our time to form a family and at the end we end
up with no children or a lonely child, and over 50% of couples split up and di-
vorce. We try to stop an “imperfect child” birth being born with abortion. What
if a child becomes crippled later in life, are we going to kill him too?? Or is one
more special because we can see him, but not the other!! Life should have the
same value always. Without life there will be no “quality of life”. Life is the cause
so how can we terminate the cause to keep a feature or a side effect? We are
trying to control all aspects of our life, but when all is calculated there will be no
space for hope in our lives and when there is no hope, life has no meaning.
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UPCOMING EVENTS

July 11: Transfiguration.

August 15: Assumption
Luncheon

September 12: Exaltation
of the Holy Cross. Blessing
of Students & Teachers

September 25: Family Night
Dinner

Rev. Mikael BASSALE

Sunday Mass 10.30 AM
Wednesday Mass 6.30 PM
First Friday’s Mass 6.30 PM
Saturday vigil Mass 6.30 PM
400 Haverford Road
Wynnewood, PA 19096
Phone (610)896-7789)
frmikael@gmail.com
WWW.Smacc.org




St. Mark’s Armenian Catholic Church July-August 2010

INSTALLATION OF THE NEW PASTOR
Sunday September 19, 2010

It was a beautiful day, the sun was shining, everybody had a smiling face and it was exceptionally
joyful for the parishioners of St. Marks Armenian Catholic Church.
His Excellency, Bishop Manuel Batakian, was present to celebrate the Solemn Mass with Father Mikael
Bassale, who was installed as the new Pastor of St. Marks in the presence of the Reverend Fathers James
King and Joseph Loya.

The Mass started at 10:30 am with the choir singing “Hrashapar”, under the direction of Mr. Avedis
Kazanjian. His Excellency gave a stunning sermon, which you can find below.
The Altar Servers and the Deacons-"Sargavaks" performed exceptionally well and the choir filled the
church with a polyphonic liturgy. After the Holy Mass everybody was invited to the sumptuous lunch pre-
pared by our ladies.

In reality, it was an exceptional day for St. Marks Parish.
Congratulations to all who have contributed to the success of this holy day and for Reverend Father Mikael
Bassale for accepting to be the Pastor of our Church.

Gary Bezdikian

Welcoming Fr. Michael Bassale in Philadelphia

I am very happy to meet you today, dear faithful of St. Mark’s, in a very special and pleasant occa-
sion, I mean the installation of Rev. Michael Bassale as the new pastor of this wonderful parish.

Two months ago, I decided to send Fr. Armenag Bedrossian, then your pastor, to California, be-
cause the parish of St. Gregory in Glendale, also needed a capable priest to serve it. Fr. Armenag, always
ready to follow his superiors’ orders, accepted willingly the mission of California, saying me: Kerabay-
dzar, you know that I am happy working here at St. Mark’s, but if you think that I can be more helpful to
my community in a larger parish like that of Glendale, I am ready to go there. And I sent him there, where
he is already working hardly as assistant to the Rev. Fr. Krikor Chahinian, appointed as the new pastor of
that parish, earning immediately the respect and appreciation of those faithful.

The obedience to superiors is the better way for a priest to express his attachment to his vocation
and to the service of souls. I am therefore very glad to see Fr. Armenag fulfilling with dedication his new
mission .

Fr. Michael, your new pastor, is a young and dynamic priest. Like all of our candidates to the
priesthood, he, as a young seminarian, was sent to the Pontifical Armenian College in Rome, where I was
the Rector at that time. I therefore had the opportunity of knowing him as well as leading him in his way
to the priesthood during five years. I knew him not only as an openhearted, sociable and responsible
young man, but above all profoundly attached to his vocation He has been ordained in 1997, in Aleppo,
his native city, as a member of the Patriarchal Clergy Institute of Bzommar, to which I belong, as many of
our other priests in North America.

Fr. Michael started his pastoral mission in our monastery and seminary of O. L. of Bzommar, in
Lebanon, and later in Moscow, Russia, where he displayed a considerable activity, gathering our faithful
dispersed in that immense metropolitan area. After some time passed near Boston, with the permission of
his superiors, in order to pursue his studies and to obtain American citizenship at the same, he put himself at
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the disposition of the Armenian Catholic Eparchy in the United States and Canada, with the permis-
sion of our Catholicos Patriarch. So, I welcomed him here and entrusted him the spiritual care of our be-
loved community of Philadelphia. He has already initiated with apostolic zeal his new function and, as I
know, he gained your appreciation and full cooperation.

I am sure that Fr. Michael will earn rapidly your esteem and sympathy, and with your help, he will
succeed to organize al the needed activities. His sociable character will make easy and efficient his relation-
ship with everybody, so that in a short time the parish life will grow in a new and appreciable vitality, obvi-
ously with your active collaboration. I think that he already has prepared a schedule of works, going from
visits to the families to spiritual and cultural activities, focusing his efforts especially on our children and
youths, without forgetting the elderly and the sick parishioners. I can ensure you that you will be pleased to
work with him and help him in all the fields of our community life.

To him I present my heartfelt wishes for a full success and a fruitful apostolate, accompanied by my
fervent prayers.

I have also the duty of thanking his predecessor, the Rev. Fr. Armenag, who for seven years has
been an exemplary pastor, reorganized and revitalized this parish, and earned countless friendships among
you. I know that his departure from Philadelphiat has caused an evident sadness to all of you. But you
know also that a priest is a servant of his community, he is like a soldier who is ready to run up where the
need of souls is more pressing and urgent. He has been entrusted now the care of a community which is
considered the must important of all our parishes in North America. May God assist him with his abundant
graces and make his ministry as fruitful as it was here in Philadelphia.

Thanks also to all of you, dear brothers and sisters, for your enduring fidelity to your church and
your indefectible attachment to your pastors. I exhort you to persevere in this way for the good of our com-
munity and the growth of your spiritual life. May the almighty God reward you and grant you his precious
heavenly favors.

Philadelphia, September 19, 2010
Most Reverend Bishop Manuel Batakian

Men's Club Drawing 2009- 2010

Winner: November Paul Sarkissian December Jean
Sarkissian
January Albert Keshgegian February: Zarmine
Soltanian
March: Elizabeth Scutti April: Mike Vosbikian
May Albert Keshgegian June Edward Zeibari

If you have not purchased your tickets there is still time. Once
you win, your ticket still goes back in the drawing for the next
one. To purchase your ticket you can see Mike Scutti or Jean
Sarkissian. To all who have purchase tickets, we thank you for
your support.
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Guardian Angel Prayer

Angel of God, My Guardian Dear
to whom God's love commits me here.

Ever this day be at my side
to light and guard and rule and guide. Amen
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MY DREAM

One day | was at my friends” house with my sisters Sareen and Naré.

We were having fun. Then | saw a car park in front of our house. It was not the car of my dad or mom.
The person who came out grabbed my sisters. He pushed them in the car. | ran fast, but | couldn’t catch the car.

Then | heard something in my head. It said you can get the car, you can do it.

God gave me speed, so | ran, | stopped the car. | took my sisters out and felt something even
stronger. God gave me the strength to throw the car far so far it went to Paris.

Vahé Minasian, age 9

Armenian Sisters Academy
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PRAYER

It’s open to anyone at anytime. God does not love you more or less, depending on how
much money you have or how old you are. Prayer is a chance for your voice to be heard and your

prayers answered.

A year ago | learned that in fact God listens to whatever you wish for Him to know and

helps you overcome what seems impossible.

When my mom had cancer we all suffered, but just about every night | prayed to God
and said “Lord, | know you’re busy, but please help my mom get through this. She is the sweet-
est, nicest, greatest person | know and we all love her so much. | just want Your help to see my

mom through this illness and return her to her old herself “.
After a while she did. She is now back to the same mom that | love so much.

God loves us and wants us all to be happy. He is our Father, our Savior, our God.

Sonia Zohrabian

age 14
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Birthdays—Wedding Anniversaries July-August 2010

Happy Birthday to: Date Age September Anniversaries
Date Years
SEPTEMBER
John & Kathleen Sahagian 8 38
Nathan Palumb 1 6
athan Falumbo John & Maria O’Brien 8 9
Angela Oulouhojian 2 19
Annika Van Mulken 3 8 Desmond & Connie McDonnell 12 17
Melanie Sookiasian 7 16
Anna Harootunian 7 6 Avedis & Chakeh Kazandjian 15 43
Aret & Jayne Aras 15 27
Shant Sarkahian hn 8 Mike & Terry Oulouhojian 18 22
Ryan Clarici 12 6
Arsholous Naroyan 12 6 Nathan & Pauline Frey 24
Robert Hagopian 12 3 Gregory & Aline Klich 26 2
David Schlindwein 14 7
Nicole Oulouhojian 23 19 John & Adrienne Juskalian 29 26
Mila Van Mulken 25 6 Sam & Mary Schlindwein 30 8
Shasha Croy 28 Paul & Shirley Vosbikian 30 15
October Anniversaries
OCTOBER
Grace Sarkissian 7 7 Anthony & Janis Mazzone 7 30
Mikael Zeibari 9 3 Robert & Tina DeLiberato 7 20
Katherine Hagopian H 6 Eric & Cecille Naegele 10 17
Debrah Sooldasian 14 18 Ray & Antoinette Kasparian 18 46
Robert DeLiberato 14 17 . .
Bedros & Shake Minasian 18 46
Aram Mouradian 17 18
Ed & Marie Zeibari 18 40
Jeanette Dempsey 20 21
Timothy Dempsey 20 21 Harry & Sona Jeitner 19 7
Peter Bohdjelian 26 14 Peter & Bergouhy Campbell 31 28
Grape Donations
Our thanks to: Andre & Rosa Zeibari Antranik & Sara Kechian
Zerounian family Marion Tootelian (in memory of Araxi Tootelian) Mike & Liz Scutti
lAnthony & Janis Mazzone Alice Bohdjelian Sajonian family
Greg & Aralet Zeibari (in memory of deceased members of the Zakaryan & Ayvazyan families & Angele Ohanyan)
Gary Bezdikian Naz. Sookiasian.
Additional Memorial Donations in memory of Marie Koulaksezian
Mrs. Georgette Kazanjian Ohannes Meguerian Christopher Piligian




SANCTUARY CANDLES

July-August 2010

Candle Sponsors

SANCTUARY CANDLES

Sponsored by:

September | & II Open Intention

October | Kevork & Sarkis Zeibari
October Il Kevork, Sarkis & Mikael
November | Helen Hagopian
November Il Open Intention

ALTAR CANDLES

September The Parish

October Ken & Siblele Ewing
November Helen Hagopian

HOLY CROSS CANDLES

Open Intention

September
October

November

MARIAN CANDLES

September Open Intention
October Antranik & Sara Kechian
November Open Intention

SACRED HEART CANDLES

September Open Intention
October Open Intention
November Open Intention

OUR LADY OF PERPETUAL HELP

September Garo & Eliz Ghazarian
October Garo & Eliz Ghazarian
November Garo & Eliz Ghazarian

ALTAR BREAD & WINE

September Open Intention
October Ken & Siblele Ewing
November Antranik & Sara Kechian

Sanctuary Light - This candle is blended from pure beeswax and other fine grades of quality wax.

In Memory of / In honor of

In honor of Mikael Zeibari’s 3" Birthday
In honor of Mareya & Sofia Amazonian Birthday

In memory of Albert Hagopian

L

The flame is steady and bright and fulfills the very dignified purpose of the Sanctuary Light. This candle burns day and night.

In memory of Rev. Msgr. Sarkis Gabadian

in memory of Mary Arslanian
in memory of Albert Hagopian

Antranik & Sara Kechian  In honor of Mikael Tafid Zeibari 3" Birthday

John, Adrienne & Christina Juskalian In memory of Jack Zarzatian

In honor of Mareya & Sophia Azmouzian Birthday

in memory of Karkine & Eveleen Ghazarian

in memory of Karkine & Eveleen Ghazarian
in memory of Karkine & Eveleen Ghazarian

in memory of Mary Arslanian
In memory of Manoushag Chirkinian

The candles are on a first come basis. There may be open intentions when the Newsletter goes to the printer. But there could be a two-week

period before the Newsletter is in your mailbox.

donation is $35.00.

The requested donation for the Holy Cross, Marian & Sacred Heart candles is $30.00. For the Altar Candles & Sanctuary Lamp, the requested




Maintenance Fund. Hokehankisds July-August 2010

The following 41 individuals/families have paid the full amount for the first 8 months of 2010 (at least $160.00) towards the
Maintenance Fund:

Garo & Isabel Apoian * Alice Bohdjelian * Matthew & Vivian Bouloutian
Ernest & Sophia Darian Zaven & Jo Davidian Patrick & Theresa Dempsey

Ken & Sibelle Ewing Andre & Ginny Garabedian * Garo & Eliz Ghazarian*

Caroline Gibbone Dave & Regine Glarner * Helen Hagopian

Victor & Kristine Hagopian Edward Harootunian * John & Adrienne Juskalian
Avedis & Chakeh Kazandian Albert & Patrice Keshgegian * Roman & Liana Krzysztofowicz *
Rose Manteghian Anthony & Janis Mazzone Asadur & Arpy Minasian *

Paul & Rosalie Mirzayan Rita Odabashian * Sajonian family *

Jean & Alice Sarkissian Mike & Liz Scutti * Michele Scutti :
Hosmig Sherian* Greg & Karen Sookiasian * James & Lisa Sookiasian *

Naz Sookiasian * Ted Sookiasian * Roxie Sudjian

Joseph & Victoria Vosbikian* Paul & Shirley Vosbikian * Rosemary Vosbikian*

Edward & Marie Zeibari Greg & Arlet Zeibari * Marjan Zeibari

Zohrab & Inge Zeibari * Zerounian family*

* Denotes that the individual has paid in full for the year 2010

If you have made a monthly contribution to the Maintenance Fund, January — August ($160.00), three  quarterly payments
($180.00) or a lump sum amount in the amount of $240.00 or more, your name should appear above. If not, we have made a
mistake. Please notify the parish office.

HOKEHANKISDS

Following are the Hokehankisds requested to be offered at St. Mark’s Church. To request a Hokehankisd, please contact Father
Mikael.

If you would like to have flowers on the Altar for your Hokehankisd, notify the Church office at least one week in advance. The stipend for
the Hokehankisd should be made payable to the priest. If you are also making a donation to the church in the deceased’s memory, a separate
check made payable to the Church would be appreciated.

Remember that there are certain dates that a Hokehankisd cannot be offered. We ask for your understanding in this matter. The Sunday Bulle-
tin is prepared on Friday nights. If you want the Hokehankisd listed in the Bulletin, it must be called in to the Rectory by 7 P.M..







Parish Council Members

Need Information on??

Pastor: Father Mikael Bassale
frmikael@gmailcom

Chairman: Michael Palma 610-415-1133
michael.palma@fiserv.com

Vice Chairman: Paul Harootunian 610-692-2686

paulharootunian@yahoo.com

Secretary: Arpie Zerounian 610-325-3382
a_zero@comcast.net

Treasurer: Mike Scutti 215-338-5245

Social Delegate: Marlene Vosgorian 610-431-7417

Member at Large: Gary Bezdikian 610-368-9216

Women’s Guild: Linda Bohdjelian 215-628-9898
aramboh@aol.com
Parish Pastoral Assistant: Patrick J. Dempsey
610-325-9653— pjdempseyS0@verizon.net

Parish Council meetings are held on the 2nd Tuesday of
each month at 7:00 P.M. in the Church Conference room.

All interested parishioners are encouraged to attend the
meetings. Please notify the chairman if you would like to
bring up a particular subject so that it can added to the
agenda.

Cakes for Sundays? Please call by Friday night, the church

Women’s Guild:
Linda Bohdjelian: 215-628-9898 Aramboh@aol.com
Ginny Garabedian: 610-631-9466 Jagaral @aol.com

Choir:
Avedis Kazanjian: 610-353-4897
Dr. Andre Garabedian: 610-631-9466

Altar Servers— Masses/ Hokehankisds (Special Dates)
Father Armenag: 610-896-7789

Revabedrossian@yahoo.com

Mass Cards (No special Dates):
Church office: 610-896-7789

Get Well Cards: 610-896-7789

Newsletter: Stmarksarmcathch@comcast.net or

revabedrossian@yahoo.com

Sunday Bulletin-(deadline, 7 P.M. Friday)

Stmarksarmcathch@comcast.net

Changes in Address-ASAP
Church office: 610-896-7789

Stmarksarmcathch@comcast.net

St. Mark’s Youth Group: 610-896-7789

Little Lambs— 1st Sunday of the Month:

Newsletter Statistics:
Volume Number 25
258

We mail 500 copies to our Parishioners and friends,
at no charge, to keep them informed on our Parish
Life.

Issue Number

Sibelle Arslanian-Ewing: 610-292-0255

Parish News Staff:
Father Armenag Bedrossian

Patrick J. Dempsey Therese Voskeridjian
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED _ TIME LIMIT

We are happy to send you our newsletter, but if you prefer that we don’t, please return the mailing cover to the church
with your note.

August 15: Assumption Luncheon held by our Women’s Guild
(after Holy Badarak)

September 12: Blessing of Students & Teachers I L{‘ru_r_l '
B
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September 25: Family Night Dinner (Saturday at 7 P.M)
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ST. MARK’S ARMENIAN GATHOLIG GHURCGH

400 HAVERFORD ROAD, WYNNEWOQOD, PA 139098-2888




